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*ARMY Declass/Release Instructions On . : _
File* DEPALTIENT OF THE ARAY ' .
Washington 25, D, C. |

Dear Mr. Speaker:

There are forwarded herewith a draft of legislation and sectional
analysis "To amend further the :fissing Persons Act, as amended,"

This proposal is a part of the Department of Defense Legislative
Program for 1955, and it has been appor roved by the Bureau of the Budget,
The Department of the Army has been designated as the representative
of the Department of Defense for this legislation. It is recommended
that this proposal be enacted by the Congress.

Purpose of the Legislation

This proposal would revise the ilissing Persons Act (56 stat. 143),
as amended (50 U,5.C. 4pp. 1001 et seq.), and would provide permanent
authority for heads of military or other Government departients to con-
tinue payment of the pay and allowances of military and civilian per-
sonnel during periods of absence frou their posts of duty while in a
missing status, to initiate and discontinue allowances of dependents of
such personnel and to make presumptive findings of death and other

determinaetions under appropriate circumstances. Under current provisions
of law the Missing Persons Act will expire July 1, 1955.

Authority for the continuance of pay and allowances to the dependents
of persons who are in a missing status and for the head of the department
concerned to make prompt sctilcuent ol such missing person's account was
initially provided during ‘Yorld “ar II. The Congress early in 1942
recognized the need for such authority bee~use the Executive departaents
could not, uncer existing law, make appropriate and expeditious payment
to depondents of persons in a missing status or scttle the accounts of
such missing personnel. As a result the Congress enacted the Missing
Persons Aet on March 7, 1642, which was a temporary measure. That Act
would have cxpired on July 25, 1948, by the operation of scction 3 of
the Act of July 25, 1947 (61 Stat, 451) Howcver, mounting tensions
throughout the world and the inercased number of incidents which have
involved mystcrious disappearanec and detention of individuals, mili-
tary and civilian, indiested that therce was a continucd nced for legis-
lation of this typc. In addition, commitments of the United States
Government required thot both militory and eivilion personncl continuc
to serve within or in the ncar vieinity of troublud areas. Conscquently,
on Junc 24, 1943, the Congress extended the temporary Missing Persons
legislztion by scetion 4(c) in the Scleetive Service Act of 1948
(62 Stat. 603) and sinece then that authority has becen oxtended from
time to tiae, The demands of the intcrnational situation indicate that
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legislation of this type is nceessary, not only to mcct the current
necds but to mcet the nceds for ycars in the foresccable future, In
the cvent of war, legislation of this typc would bc immediately cssen-~
tial, Under thesc circumstanccs, it is beclieved that this type of
legislation should bc of a permancnt neturc and the attached proposal
has been so drafted.

The attached scctional analysis of the draft of bill contains a
detailed cxplanation of the proposed amendments to the Missing Persons
Act for usc as supplcomental justification for this legislation.

Cost and Dudget Data
In the event this proposal is enacted into law, it is estimated
that 1ittle, if any, additional eost will rcsult for fisecal ycar 1956,
Any additional cost that will rosult will be absorbed within the

amounts rcqucsted for operation of the Department of Defensc during
fiscal year 1956,

Sincerely yours,

2 Inclosures

1, Draft of bill

2. Scctional analysis
Honorable San Rayburn

Speaker of the Housc of Representatives
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